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subjective factor has some meaning. To another, a re-
produced subjective impression seems to suffer from the
defect of possessing insufficient similarity with the object;
it seems, therefore, to have failed in its purpose. Sub-
jective sensation apprehends the background of the
physical world rather than its surface. The decisive
thing is not the reality of the object, but the reality of
the subjective factor, i.e. the primordial images, which in
their totality represent a psychic mirror-world. It is a
mirror, however, with the peculiar capacity of representing
the present contents of consciousness not in their known
and customary form but in a certain sense sub specie
aeternitatis, somewhat as a million-year old consciousness
might see them. Such a consciousness would see the
becoming and the passing of things beside their present
and momentary existence, and not only that, but at the
same time it would also see that Other, which was before
their becoming and will be after their passing hence. To
this consciousness the present moment is improbable.
This is, of course, only a simile, of which, however, I had
need to give some sort of illustration of the peculiar nature
of introverted sensation. Introverted sensation conveys
an image whose effect is not so much to reproduce the
object as to throw over it a wrapping whose lustre is
derived from age-old subjective experience and the still un-
born future event. Thus, mere sense impression develops
into the depth of the meaningful, while extraverted sensa-
tion seizes only the momentary and manifest existence of
things.
7. The Introverted Sensation Type
The priority of introverted sensation produces a definite
type, which is characterized by certain peculiarities, It
is an irrational type, inasmuch1 as its selection among
occurrences is not primarily rational, but is guided rather